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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, July 6, 2015 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Monday, July 6, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, at 

1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  The meeting was opened with The Pledge of 

Allegiance. Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council Members Matt Casey, Dan 

Sebben, Rick Vilcek, Camille Greenwald, Rob Jacknewitz. Megan Moylan, Ed Notter 

and Reginald Finney.  Also present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken 

Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

ANNOUCEMENTS 

 

 

Mayor Beck read a Proclamation announcing July as Parks and Recreation Month in 

the City of Richmond Heights and encouraged residents to take a walk, ride a bike, 

use a park or The Heights and enjoy the outdoors.  Mayor expressed his appreciation 

for the work our Parks and Recreation team does for the City. 

 

Mayor Beck voiced his congratulations to MRH High School teacher, Kathleen 

Dwyer for receiving the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 

Science Teaching, one of 108 nation-wide urban school teachers to do so. 

 

Mr. Vilcek announced that the District 2 meeting would be held on Saturday, July 11 

at The Heights at 10:00 a.m. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Special Workshop Meeting 

June 10, 2015 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the approval of the 

minutes of the Special Workshop Meeting of June 10, 2015. Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Casey and Mr. Finney abstained as they did not attend the meeting.  

 

Regular Meeting 

June 15, 2015 
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Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the approval of the Regular 

Meeting of June 15, 2015.  Carried unanimously.  Mr. Jacknewitz abstained as he did 

not attend the meeting. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

25
th

 GFOA Certificate  

Excellence in Financial Reporting 

 

Ms. Hamilton recognized Sara Fox, Finance Director and her staff for receiving the 

25
th

 GFOA Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  Ms. 

Hamilton also thanked the Finance Department for all the work they have done on the 

Budget document which is now published and noted they are much appreciated for all 

the hard work they do. 

 

Republic Services Thank You 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated she wanted to publically thank Republic Services for their 

assistance in removing damaged home goods which residents of the E. Linden, 

Winzenberg and Terrace neighborhoods had to dispose of due to the heavy rains and 

flooding in their area homes.  Ms. Hamilton stated Republic crews removed loads of 

debris at no extra fee, saving the residents additional worry and expense. 

 

St. Albans Streetlights 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that Ameren has restored the street lighting on St. Albans which 

has had power problems recently.  Ms. Hamilton stated a letter had gone out to St. 

Albans residents explaining the City has been contacting Ameren on a regular basis to 

get the lights restored and as the letters were being delivered, the problem was fixed. 

 

Mr. Finney stated he had received numerous complaint calls and was happy the 

problem now resolved. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5441 (as amended) second reading 

Chapter 405 Zoning Regulations Change; Sec. 405.280 

Sets new front and back yard permeable landscaping 

and parking guidelines. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No. 5441, as amended.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5441 was presented and read. 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, MUNICIPAL CODE OF 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, CHAPTER 405 ZONING 

REGULATIONS; ARTICLE V, SUPPLEMENTARY DISTRICT REGULATIONS; 

SECTION 405.280 ACCESSORY USES; BY DELETING SUBSECTION “B.2.a.”, 

ADDING NEW “a”, AND FURTHER ADDING ITEM NUMBER ‘9’ TO SECTION 

405.280.D; SETTING NEW REAR AND FRONT YARD PERMEABLE SURFACE 

AND LANDSCAPING GUIDELINES. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for clarification on the former version of this Bill which said we 

were placing the permeable surface guideline at 40% to match the legislation in the 

in-fill housing guidelines which is also at 40%.  Mayor Beck asked that since this 

amended Bill now places the permeable surface at 55%, would we be also changing 

the in-fill amount as well?  

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that the Building Department has long believed that if legislation 

is modified in one section, they revert to that more restrictive language, but currently 

can’t use more restriction on non-infill and have the lesser restriction on in-fill.  She 

stated that when you build a new home, it is considered “in-fill” but for a homeowner 

to make any changes to their property after that, the property will then be considered 

“non-infill” as the home is already built.   

 

Mayor Beck asked why we can’t have one rule for in-fill and another for non-infill. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated we developed more restrictive in-fill legislation to allow more 

control of the looks of new home building design, primarily the garage area, but the 

55% legislation if adopted for in-fill homes, would be too restrictive on new homes 

with majority of the City’s small lots.  The 25% rule on current homes was recently 

considered by some to be too lenient and the 40% legislation was introduced by Staff 

to match the in-fill housing restrictions. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that a resident introduced a change to a 55% permeable surface 

guideline at the Plan and Zoning hearing and the P & Z Commission voted 

unanimously to suggest the change be made to the 55% guideline amount for the 

current built homes surface area in front and rear yard.  That means that instead of 

non-infill at the current 25%, the 55% will now take precedence over the 40% in-fill 

guideline legislation. 

 

Mayor Beck asked again why we cannot have two sets of legislation. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated it is only “in-fill” the day it is built; and after that it becomes a 

non-infill home with any change restricted to the 55% guideline. 

 

Mayor Beck stated the legislation on in-fill housing was done for appearance sake but 

making it more restrictive at 55% could disrupt any new homes being built due to 

Richmond Heights’ traditionally small lots.   
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Mayor Beck asked Mr. Heinz if the city could have two different rules for in-fill 

requirements vs. established homes? 

 

Mr. Heinz stated he would try to examine a method for justifying a different rule and 

would work on the issue to develop new wording on the Bill. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that should a homeowner with an already built in-fill home want 

to make changes, he would have to go to the Board of Adjustment at a fee to ask for a 

variance to avoid the 55% legislation that would now be in effect. 

 

Mayor Beck stated he was still questioning why there cannot be two separate pieces 

of legislation to fit each situation. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that all items under Section 405 also have to be obeyed unless 

the in-fill guidelines are more restrictive which they were when the non-infill was at 

25%.  Once the house is built, these homeowners with a newly built in-fill home 

would have to be grandfathered at the 40% or they would not be incompliance. 

 

The Council discussed how the modifications, say on a porch, may trigger the 

legislation about front yard restrictions and become a burden for property owners to 

comply with the Code and still do modifications at their home. 

 

Mr. Notter stated his own home driveway may eventually be caught up in this new 

legislation if he made any changes despite being “grandfathered”. 

 

Mr. Heinz stated that initially Mr. Lore apparently concurred with the 40% change to 

legislation, but at the last minute, suggested bumping it up to 55% which was 

ultimately approved by the Plan & Zoning Commission members upon one of their 

members’ recommendation. 

 

Mr. Heinz suggested tabling Bill 5441 tonight until more work is done on the specific 

language. 

 

Mayor Beck stated he wanted people building in-fill house to be able to build the 

house – he did not want to turn people down because some of the smaller lots may 

not be able to accommodate a 55% restriction. 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked also about homes that are corner homes 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to table Bill 5441 for further 

review.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Bill No. 5443; second reading 

Authorizes the Mayor to execute a contract 

with St. Louis County Police Department to utilize 
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the Computer Assisted Report Entry System/CARE. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No. 5443.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5443 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT TO UTILIZE THE ST. LOUIS 

COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT'S COMPUTER ASSISTED REPORT ENTRY 

SYSTEM/CARE. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5443.  AYES:  Mr. Finney, Mr. 

Jacknewitz, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Sebben, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. 

Casey and Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None. 

 

Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5443, approved. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 15-04 

Re-adopts procedure to disclose potential 

conflicts of interest and substantial interests for certain officials. 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for a reading of Resolution 

No. 15-04.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 15-04 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI RE-ADOPTING A PROCEDURE TO DISCLOSE POTENTIAL 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND SUBSTANTIAL INTERESTS FOR CERTAIN 

OFFICIALS. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 15-04.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 15-04, approved. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 
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Closed Session 

 

At approximately 7:55 p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to 

hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 

(1), (2), (3) and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in order to 

discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 

governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 

public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys,  and leasing 

purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public 

knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, 

hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body 

and documents related to a negotiated contract.  AYES:  Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Finney, 

Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Casey, Mr. Jacknewitz,  Mr. Sebben and 

Mayor Beck. NAYS:  None. 

 

Mayor Beck stated the Council would adjourn to closed session. 

 

At approximately 8:30p.m., Council returned to open session. 

 

Adjournment 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 8:31 p.m., Mr. 

Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded,  a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 
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